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The Pond Doctor
Nick Fletcher

Q: My goldfish have taken to frantic chasing around the pond,
particularly in the early morning. | am afraid they are going to
damage themselves. Two fish, in particular, seem to harass another
that is larger than they are. Should | remove them to another pond?

A: Nick replies...You are witnessing spawning behavior that can
seem arough affair to those who don't realize what is going on. One
or more males will chase spawn-laden females into dense clumps of
aquatic plants, and itis the pressure of these on her flanks that helps
stimulate her into releasing her eggs, which are then fertilized..

Sometimes the spawning chase is so vigorous that female fish are
pushed clean out of the water—something obviously to watch out
for. Other than that, pride yourself on providing your fish with
conditions that prompt them to reproduce.

Spawning can, however, lead to a buildup of protein scum on the
water surface, and will put an extraload on your filtration. Carry out
a large partial water change with dechlorinated tapwater if you
notice this happening.

Water Gardener, October, 2001
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NTWGS Website

The new web site is http//www. ntwgs.org

E-mail addresses for officers and other involved with NTW(S.
pres@ntwgs.org—> Tarrall Arnold
vicepres@ntwgs.org—> Kevin Fuess
sec@ntwgs.org—> Jennifer Grant
treas@ntwgs.org—>Linda Foreman
waterworks@ntwgs.org—> Susie Biggs
membership@ntwgs.org—> David Gerstein
pondtour@ntwgs.org—> Steve Love
webmaster@ntwgs.org—> Liz Gensheimer

t askchuck@ntwgs.org—> Chuck Rush

Dfif

al

* % % X Ok X X X *

er

an
The NTWGS Website
The NTWGS website (www.ntwgs. org) is sporting a ngw
feature for NTWGS members. You can now post personal gds.

This is available to members only, and can be accegsed
through the members only area of the website.
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the] NTWGS Membership Information J’h
Join the North Texas Water Garden Society. Memberghip
fees are:

Single Membership (per year) $15.00
Family Membership (per year) $24.00

Make your check payable to the North Texas Water Gardgn

RememberMarch 15 is the deadline for
the April, 2002 issue of Water Works

Society and send your name, address, phone number and
information to:

NTWGS

Post Office Box 9127

Dallas, Texas 75209-9127
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Pond Specifications

Container Filtration

Pond No. Dimensions (LxWxD Depth Gallons . . .
( ) P Liner, Fiberglass, Concrete, Natural List Type

ELIGIBILITY: Any homeowner who subscribes to the NTWGS purpose for the tour, as stated in the AGREEMENT below, is
eligible and encouraged to make application for inclusion in the Tour of Ponds 2002.

PHOTOGRAPHS: It is a requirement of the application process that (2) color pictures to which you are willing to relinquish
all rights, of your water garden be included with this application.

Mail all entries to:
North Texas Water Garden Society

P. O. Box 9127
Dallas, Texas 752009-9127

The Deadline for all entries is March 31, 2002

AGREEMENT: | understand that the purpose of the Tour of Ponds 2002 is for the edification about and enhancement of the
appreciation of water gardening and water gardens and not for any personal or commercial purposes. | AGREE that if my pond i
included on the tour* | will make sure that someone is available to answer questions about my pond during the hoursédhave agr
to. | furthermore agree to be present at the June 11th meeting of the NTWGS to receive materials, signage and instructions.
Understanding that no changes can be made once my information has been sent to the publishers, | THEREFORE AGREE that,
medical or other serious emergency arises, which will prevent me from hosting my pond, | will contact the Tour Committee
immediately so that a "sitter" can be arranged. | understand that if | am not included on this year's tour that ifisationzore
my pond in any way and that | will receive FIRST CONSIDERATION for next year's tour without further application. |
furthermore agreed to hold the NTWGS collectively and/or any of its members or officers individually blameless for ang accident
or other liabilities arising from the Tour of Ponds 2002.

SIGNATURE OF POND/HOME OWNER DATE

Inclusion on the tour is totally at the discretion of the Tour Committee whose decision is final
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ings, and votes on an Internet web forunimportant to you, but | wanted everyone to
modified for the purpose of democraticallyget a good overview of the progress. There
determining the form of such an umbrellaare so many things to consider. Again, let me,

association. Water Gardeners from arounétnow what is importantto you.l amlooking
the state could participate in a Texas Watdorward to seeing you Tuesday night.
Gardening Internet forum, as well as offline{-arra" Arnold

programs—offered and/or sponsored by al

the Texas’ Water Gardening Clubs. (Austin

has offered to host this.)

(4) Increase club opportunities for state %&%& %' %

residents by helping communities build new

clubs. The associated water gardening clubs
of Texas could, with minimal effort be a

valuable resource in assisting other Texas
enthusiasts taking those first most difficult ) ]
steps in new community pond club forma Jan Vinyard, Longview Gardens
tion, anyplace in Texas; Beaumont,

Variegated Giant Reed
Arundo donax variegata

Dallas Zoo Bog Clean Up

Mark your calendar for Saturday, March

, 2002, at 9:00 AM for the annual Dallas
Zoo bog clean up. Wear old clothes and
meet at the bog inside the front entrance. Be
sure to tell the parking attendants and gate
people you are with NTWGS and are there
for the clean upWe'll furnish drinks; you
bring gloves, rakes, cutting implements, etc.
If you wish to bring a change of clothes, you
may stay and tour the Zoo after we're done.
We'll finish no later than 12:00. Last year it
was 11:00 AM. There will be leftovers to take
home if you wish. There is plenty of horse’s
tail for sure. They will also accept donations
of spare plants for other places in the Zoo.

Variegated Giant Reed is also called

Nacogdoches, Midland, Laredo, ConroeVariegated Bamboo because of the similarTexas Discovery Center, Fair Park

Tyler, etc. by providing templates, adviceity in structure of the plants. Fortunately,

ideas, and encouragement.

We'll have our annual repotting lesson at

they do not actthe same. Arundo donax is &, pari on Sat., April 13 from 9:00 — 12:00.

(45) The aSSOCiation Of C|ubS C0U|Cplump'f0rming,Stately grass-”ke plant thatTh|S W|I| be a hands on (Or hands d"'ty)
provide a club home for those in verycan be grown as a super accent in the bqgqq g, for anyone interested in propagation.

isolated areas where formation of a club igarden, or as a container plant in the wate
impractical, and a temporary club home forgarden. In the pond, the crown of the plant .o s 4

those who are on their way to forming ashould be no more than 4-6" below th
local club in their area.

accomplish state support of water garder?2ck Of the perennial border. It is a lat
ing; perhaps a Texas State Water Gardeni

Gardens)”help in preservation and designa2f dry winter, this plant may wait until late
tion of public, semi-public water gardens,

protection of endangered indigenous watef” : . , .
lily species. crown each spring with beautiful white an

(6) Develop a yearly rotating Texas Pon
Symposium (meeting of water gardeners).
rotating and leaner Texas based meeti

ﬁ@ring riser,so don'tgetin ahurry and think
Day, designated “Texas Treasures (PoriH'Sn’t coming back. After a particularly cold

May-early June to show, but it is certainlyC
orth the wait! Arundo comes up from the

reen vertically striped blades. It grows
uickly, and by late summer will reach 10’ or
ore. In a moderate summer, the variega-
"Ybons remain evident. In a hot summer, the

planned community project.
totally different assortment of

f is our 2¢

i Seftover plants for your own use. We have
surface. Since Arundo can also be grown i

(5) Strength in numbers and unity to garden soil, it is also recommended for th

Rad lilies, palms, pickerel, bull frogs, and

Sthers. This lily pond behind the Texas

iscovery Center is very nice and many
visitors as well as bridal parties have
admired our hard work. Bring gloves, rakes,
cutting implements, waders, etc. Please
ome help support your club. This is a big
ob and we need lots of hands. We'll work
nless there is dangerous weather.

Fun (Pond) Fact
Many plants have trouble growing in the

could provide an accessible high quallt%!ant takes on a clear bright green CO|0|1,urbulent water near a waterfall. Try Water

experience for many Texan water gardene
Texas has remarkable natural resources aggs
a rich water gardening history/culture
featuring a number of internationally and
nationally known water gardening authori
ties. But regrettably many of these water
gardening wise men and women are beeo%{
ing quite old, fragile, and sadly forgetful.

¢ut the stems to the ground in March

culture are fading without their irreplace before spring arrives. If you wish to divid

able knowledge of Texas water gardeni
history being recorded, and without their
achievements—evident, yet taken fo
granted in everyone’s garden pond—bein
recognized by the Texas Water Gardeni
community. Hence, an award to honor and
recognize pond accomplishments in th
State might be an important goal of the clu

association and the club associations yeatrgi
meetings. A symbolic passing of the torch t%
the next generation.”

This is probably more than you really . .
wanted to know but it is hard to pick and Reflections, February, 2002, published by the

$1ake sure thereis a pointy pink growing ti

growing season. Enjoy.

choose. Some of what | left out may pdVater Garden Society of Greater Kansas Ci

our plantis in the pond, lift the tub and set oy o5

into the garden for the winter, SO the s(_)”publishing an article, some things will
~can protect the roots from freezing solid

ur Giant Reed, do it in late March or early;
April. Lift the whole clump and, using a very
Eharp hatchet or axe, cut it into chunks,

M8 each section. Reset each section so {
rowing tip is 3" below the soil surface
ater it well,and wait for it to begin growing
efore adding on an application of an
I-purpose fertilizer. New, young plants cal
e added to your garden any time during th

sing the strips. Silky seed-head plume&'®Ss! It will even grown on the rocks of the
pear at the top of the stalks in latevaterfall, as long as it is always wet
September, opening in October. We recom

mend leaving fthese majestic stems standing gqitor's Note: An article in the January
through the winter for texture and color. If

newsletter focused on fish that are illegal in
Although | try to check before

inevitably fall through the cracks. |

'apologize for any inconvenience this may

ave caused, and will endeavor to check my
acts more carefully in the future.

Texas Ponds and Water
Gardens NetRing

There is a new feature on the web, tije
Texas Ponds and Water Gardens Net
Ring. This is a net ring for pond an
water garden enthusiasts in Tex
NTWGS members with web sites a
encouraged to join. Club and Commercigl
sites are welcome as well. Tojoin the Rirjg,
go tohttp://www.ntwgs.org/texaspond

e

March, 2002
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YOUR COMPLETE POND STORE
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“"Free Classes”

GREEN MAMA'S
3 ORGANIC GARDEN MARKET
NURSERY-WATER GARDENS- WILDLIFE SUPPLIES- GIFTS

www.greenmamas.com 817- 514 -7336
5324 DAVIS BLVD. N.RICHLAND HILLS, TX 76180

4 N

REDENT:&*S‘ GARDEN

Organic Garden Centers

* Texas Mative Shrubs, Trees
» Garden Accenis and Gifls

* Organic Gardening Supplies
* Private CGardening

= Perenmals

= Herbs

» Annuals

= (ld Gearden Roses
= Landscape Services

Arfinglon 5119 W Arkreas Ln. 817 4512143 - Gollewyie 230 Colieyvibe St BT 4583503
Dallis 707 Shiliman 51 218 0239471 Hous: Moa-Sal 38 See 008 wwaa rectenileg cam

-

Natural Stone
Designs

Landscape . Water Gardens

QOutdoor Living Environments
214.495,9989
Seeing is believing

CHESSHIR é 2

STONE AND ROCK SUPPLY, INC.,
= Building Stone = Landscape Gravel & Stone = Soil
We Have 3 193 Industrial Blvd,

8 apiecn.  MICHRINNEY, |exas
New Location: 314-544.7080

2841 Lombardy Ln.
Dallas, TX 785220
Z14-350-6T781

2820 Lombardy Ln
Diallas, TH 75220 Fie;
214-352-TO8S5 F14-350-6818

e
Water Garden & Koi Pond Specialties
Complete Pond Systems, from Liner to Pump to

Filter to L'VC 1o Maintenance Chemicals to Fish &

Plants & Pond Experience, Tested & 1 rue.

y ; e

972-28B-7537 = 204 N, Galloway, Mesquite

J.C. & JOEL CATALANO RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

JAMARS CREATIVE LANDSCAPING
(972) 578-4799 (972) 429-6473 Fax

Complete Landscape Seivices
Foundation Planting ¢ Trees » Lawn * Fencing
Founrains & Walls
Water Garden Specialists

3502 E. Parker Road * Wylie (near Plano), TX 75098
Website: http://pondpeople.com

(817) 429-0822
FAX 429-0862

4501 E. Loop 820 South
Fort Worth, Texas 76119

Everything for the Watergardener

Water lilies, Lotus, Bog
Planiz. Koi, Pumps, Liners,
Consultation and Installabon
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Imported Koi of Unmatched

Beauty and Value
Classy Koi Ponds
972-442-0440

Specializing in all aspects
of Koi and Ponds

§ Yapg,  Askabout our
Q % clear water
> kol °© e
filtration
Comects™  systems

Water Gardens Galore
Pond Supplies

Installation - Maintenance

4236 West Lovers Lane
Dallas, Texas 75209

(214) 956-7382
www.wggalore.com

No Nonsense...PONDSENSE!

Mightscaping Aeacommended Contracior

wiwre viewsCapaskghhng com

AOGER L SHAMNK gr2-rm-airra

AQUA SCAPES
WATER GARDENS
of Austin

www.AquaScapesofAustin.com
(512) 252-7887

Specializing in natural looking, low-maintenance water features.

*Ecologically Balanced “Environmentally Friendly
*No Chemicals *No Test Kits
*5 minutes/week maintenance *Kits or Installations
F
Y

Organic Lawn care since 1997

T Pish dor't like CHEMICALS
W I washing intoe their pond

o

KICK THE HABIT, GO ORGANIC!

572-346-3001

A.D.G. Water Gardens

A Division of A.D.G. Lawn & Landscape

Water Gardens * Landscapes
Low Voltage Landscape Lighting
Design & Installation

Specializing in
Aquascape Designs Ecosystem & Products

(972) 530-7503

www.adglandscape.com

I rasm '-'-:|.|l.'r:_'..lr'L|L'Il"- & Km
ponds to complete
lnnidscapes
Lresign & Installation

Bryan Swenson &
LYrevie Swenson

Fas 214 82T JHik5

e oo work omline at:

214 821 D0
Liallias, |exas

" PaRranCdaginn Sn
aquatiog -l|..|l-l=,.|._||| -

March, 2002
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New Feature : Ask The Pond People

As a service to our members, we are providing a space fjom
7—7:30 PM at our meetings for Corporate Members and oﬂver March, 2002
pond builders to be available to answer questions gnd Calendar of Events

distribute literature. Check it out at our next meeting.
Tarrall Arnold

Upcoming Programs
March—Ann & Dennis Cherry
Railroad Gardening
April—Jody Spence, Creative Water Gardens
What's New in Plants
May—Tina Dombrowski, Texas Discovery Center
Butterfly Gardening
June
Pond Tour Preparation

3/9 KWGNT Meeting

3/12 NTWGS Meeting

3/15-16 Wisconsin Aquaculture
Conference, Holiday Inn
Downtown Convention Ctr,
Eau Claire

St. Patrick's Day
Spring Begins (Vernal Equinox)

Dallas Zoo Bog Cleanup
Psalm Sunday

Passover

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Deadline for Pond Tour Entries
Koi/Goldfish Sale & Seminar,
San Antonio, TX

NTWGS Voice Mail Number
972-994-1140
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