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The North Texas Water Garden Society is a non-profit
organization with the following objectives: To encourage a
greater appreciation of and interest in water gardens; to
disseminate information of interest and help to the members;
and to stimulate the study and culture of aquatic plants, fish and
ponds.

Editor, Susan Biggs
Ph: (972) 783-0261, Fax: (972) 783-0261
email: susiemm@earthlink.net
North Texas Water Garden Society
http://www.ntwgs.org

Contributions to Water Works are always welcome and may
be submitted to the editor by mail, fax or email. Letters to the
Editor will be printed as space permits. NTWGS accepts no
responsibility for the accuracy of the contents of this newsletter.
Reproduction is permitted provided that this newsletter and the
original source are credited.

Remember: February 21 is the deadline
for the February, 2002 issue of

NTWGS Membership Information

Join the North Texas Water Garden Society. Membership
fees are:

Single Membership (per year) $15.00
Family Membership (per year) $24.00

Make your check payable to the North Texas Water Garden
Society and send your name, address, phone number and
information to:

NTWGS
Post Office Box 9127
Dallas, Texas 75209-9127

The NTWGS Website

The NTWGS website (www.ntwgs. org) is sporting a new
feature for NTWGS members.You can now post personal ads.
This is available to members only, and can be accessed
through the members only area of the website.

President’s Pad
Our winter has been relatively mild thus far and my plants and

fish don’t realize they are supposed to be dormant. It looks like we’ll
have to start repotting very soon since everything on the bottom of
the pond has started growing. I wasn’t quite ready for that to happen
especially since February may be very cold. This month’s program is
by Lou Verner, an urban wildlife biologist with the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Dept. He is going to talk about attracting desirable wildlife
to our backyard habitats and I believe he’s going to touch on
discouraging undesirables. For those who enjoy the seasonal
visitors to our ponds, this should be very interesting. Come on out
and see what new things you might learn.

In March, Dennis and Ann Cherry will talk about garden
railroading. Their recent trip to Washington state was very
interesting sounding. In April, Jody Spence with Creative
Watergardens is going to talk about what’s new in plants. Our
potting lesson will be a hands on workshop at Texas Discovery
Gardens in Fair Park. This will be in conjunction with our spring
clean up. Anyone who needs “free” plants is encouraged to attend.
Our plant division produces more than enough for everyone who
comes. The May meeting will be by Tina Dombrowski from Texas
Discovery Gardens about attracting butterflies to your garden.
When we add our Zoo bog clean up day, our spring is very busy.
These are many opportunities to grow.

Hope to see you Tuesday at 7:00.
Happy ponding, Tarrall Arnold

NTWGS Website

The new web site is http//www. ntwgs.org
E-mail addresses for officers and other involved with NTWGS.

* pres@ntwgs.org—> Tarrall Arnold
* vicepres@ntwgs.org—> Kevin Fuess
* sec@ntwgs.org—> Jennifer Grant
* treas@ntwgs.org—>Linda Foreman
* waterworks@ntwgs.org—> Susie Biggs
* membership@ntwgs.org—> David Gerstein
* pondtour@ntwgs.org—> Steve Love
* webmaster@ntwgs.org—> Liz Gensheimer
* askchuck@ntwgs.org—> Chuck Rush
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sheltered spots, it pushes its bright lemon-
yellow buds through the ground. A ruff of
mid-green coarsely toothed leaves surrounds
each one. The small tubers are widely
available at reasonable prices, enabling a
fairly large area to be planted. Eranthis is
best grown around the base of deciduous
trees; it prefers well-drained moisture-
retentive soil, preferably of a fairly heavy
loamy type.

They can also be planted in various parts
of the garden in small groups, and on the
rock garden where they will give welcome
early color.

One that is particularly attractive, albeit
expensive, which has large yellow-bronze
flowers is Eranthis ‘Guinea Gold.’ This
eranthis is quite vigorous and looks well in
small groups. It is well worth a closer look.

How to grow

Once the tubers are planted in groups 1’
deep and 3" apart leave them undisturbed to
naturalize. Provided they have sufficient
moisture, especially in the spring, they
should soon settle down. An important
point to remember is that within a fairly
short time of flowering finishing the foliage
yellows and dies down completely, it is best
to make their location to avoid accidental
disturbance when working in the area.

Propagation

You can increase stock by lifting the
tubers as they start to die down, break or cut
them into pieces, and replant straight away.
Aconites can be easily raised from seed, this
method takes some time for the young
plants to reach flowering size. Sow seeds as
soon as ripe in a tray of seed compost, place
in a cold frame. It is best to grow the young
plants for two years undisturbed. They are
then ready for planting, and may well take
enough year before they flower.

How to buy

Cyclamen coum is best purchased pot
grown—they will settle down quickly. Dry
tubers are also offered, but these can take a
year or more before making any growth.
Aconites are widely offered as dry tubers.
Ideally these should be purchased and
planted as soon as available.

Bergenias and pulmonarias

February, with its frequently unpredict-
able weather, is when the first of the hardy
perennials begin to make a bold show in the
garden. Among these are the bergenias and
pulmonarias, the former noted for its large
leathery leaves, resulting in the common
name elephant’s ears. The popular

Winter, continued from Page 1 Guide to Growing Bergenias
Bergenias are perennial, semi-evergreen

plants which originated in central Asia. The
Bergenia has been cultivated in home
gardens since the early part of the nine-
teenth century. In the past hundred years or
so botanists have created many new hybrid
cultivars of this plant. Unfortunately, this
very worthwhile plant seems to be over-
looked by many gardeners as they make
their garden plans.

As you do your landscape planning, the
Bergenia should not be forgotten.

The large, leathery leaves of the Bergenia
resemble a heart, with saw-toothed or wavy
edges. For most of the year these leaves will
remain a glossy green, but in colder climates
the foliage will take on a beautiful red or
bronze coloring in the fall.

The small, bell-shaped flowers are pro-
duced in compact clusters atop twelve inch
burgundy stems in the early spring. The
flower colors range from the palest pinks
(almost white) to ruby red or dark purple.
Each flower spike usually only lasts for a few
weeks, but the blooming period can be
prolonged by removing the spent spikes
regularly. Even when they are not in bloom,
Bergenias are beautiful.

Bergenias will grow from 1 to 2 feet high
and spread 20 to 24 inches across. They are
excellent as ground cover, rock garden or
border plants. They are easy to propagate
and to grow, and they will tolerate a wide
range of conditions.

Bergenias are hardy in USDA Zones
4-10. They will tolerate a wide range of
lighting, soil and moisture conditions,
however the optimum conditions for these
plants are sun, (light shading from hot sun)
and moist, rich humus soil. Dry soil will
tend to slow the plants growth, so water
should be provided during dry periods. In
the coldest areas of the country, if your
Bergenias are growing in full sun, they
should be covered lightly with mulch, to
prevent burn. You should also provide
protection by planting a shrub or placing a
boulder as a wind block if you live in an area
prone to strong, cold winter winds.

Bergenias may be planted either in the
spring or early fall. The best time to divide
them is in the spring, after they have
finished blooming.

Usually after three or four years, the plant
will become overcrowded and the flowering
will begin to decline. New plants can be
started by dividing and resetting these old
clumps, by taking cuttings from the crown of
the plant, or from seed.

Gardening with the Gardening Helper,Internet

pulmonarias are moisture lovers and are
excellent free-flowering ground cover plants.

Two bergenias well worth inclusion in
any garden are Bergenia ‘Bressingham White’
with its heads of lovely pure white flowers,
and ‘Bressingham Ruby.’ Not only does this
plant produce a good show of flowers, it also
has foliage of a rich reddish-purple for most
of the year, this is particularly welcome
during the winter months. There are a whole
host of other varieties from which to choose,
a number of these have pink flowers. One
well worth considering is ‘Rosi Klose.’
Another, which is widely available, with
smaller leaves, is ‘Baby Doll.’

Bergenias are no strangers to our gardens
with two species, both native of Siberia, and
introduced in the late 1700s. There easy-
going plants are happy in sun or light shade.
They are not fussy as to the type of soil
provided it does not become waterlogged.

Pulmonarias are a very popular group of
plants, although considerable confusion
with naming has taken place over the years.
There have been several common names
within the family. They are best planted in
spots where they are lightly shaded during
the summer months. Moisture at this time is
important; any that are in distress will soon
show it by the basal leaves dying back.
Should this happen, give them a thorough
soaking. One point to remember: while they
appreciate plenty of moisture, they are not
bog plants, and waterlogged conditions can
quickly lead to losses.

While pulmonarias are good ground
cover plants, they are vigorous, even to the
point of naturalizing themselves in some
instances.They should not be planted where
they can crowd other desirable subjects. If
several species are grown together, they will
interbreed—resultant seedlings should never
be assumed to be true.

Varieties to look out for are ‘Blue Mist,’ its
mid-green foliage has whitish spots and
blotches. The mid-blue flowers are freely
produced in early spring. ‘Roy Davidson’ is
also widely available and is noted for its long
narrow leaves that are highlighted by white
spots over which masses of violet-blue
flowers appear on short stems. Space should
always be found for at least one white-
flowered pulmonaria. Highly recommended
is ‘Sissinghurst White,’ a vigorous free-
flowering plant with well spotted foliage.

Water Gardener, January/February 2002
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Imported Koi of Unmatched
Beauty and Value

Classy Koi Ponds
972-442-0440
Specializing in all aspects

of Koi and Ponds
Ask about our

clear water
filtration
systems

KOI

A.D.G. Water Gardens
A Division of A.D.G. Lawn & Landscape

Water Gardens * Landscapes
Low Voltage Landscape Lighting

Design & Installation

Specializing in
Aquascape Designs Ecosystem & Products

(972) 530-7503 www.adglandscape.com

Water Gardens Galore
Pond Supplies

Installation - Maintenance

No Nonsense...PONDSENSE!
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CheckYourExpirationDate!
Pleasecheckthedateonyouraddresslabel.Itis

yourexpirationdate.Pleasemailyourdues
renewaltoday!Wewantyoutocontinueasa
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Calendar of Events

2/2 Groundhog Day

2/9 KWGCNT Meeting

2/12 NTWGS Meeting

2/12 Lincoln's Birthday

2/12 Mardi Gras

2/12 Chinese New Year

2/14 Valentine's Day

2/18 Presiden't Day Observed
2/22 George Washington's

Birthday

2/26 Purim

New Feature : Ask The Pond People
As a service to our members, we are providing a space from

7–7:30 PM at our meetings for Corporate Members and other
pond builders to be available to answer questions and
distribute literature. Check it out at our next meeting.

Tarrall Arnold

NTWGS Voice Mail Number
972-994-1140

For Sale
I have some large koi that are approximately 4 years old.There are

4 large koi that measure approximately 14-16 inches. There are 3
more that are fairly good size. I want to take them out my water
garden and put back in my patio. These fish are pretty expensive but
I'm willing to make someone a good deal! David Chandler,
dchandler60@attbi.com

Upcoming Programs
March—Ann & Dennis Cherry

Railroad Gardening

April—Jody Spence, Creative Water Gardens

What's New in Plants

May—Tina Dombrowski, Texas Discovery Center

Butterfly Gardening

June

Pond Tour Preparation
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